May 20, 2015

And at the end of this, Mr. Speaker,
I want to take this opportunity to sim-
ply remind us that the transportation
needs of our community both represent
safety and security that we hold very
sacred in our communities, but it also
provides an economic benefit that we
all can benefit from. Irrespective of Re-
publican or Democrat, rural, urban, or
suburban, there is a benefit to a trans-
portation system that moves people,
goods, and supplies where they are
needed.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California. Mr.
Speaker, | thank my colleagues, Congress-
woman BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN and Con-
gresswoman CORRINE BROWN for organizing
this Congressional Progressive Caucus Spe-
cial Order Hour on Transportation Infrastruc-
ture Spending.

Last night, the House passed H.R. 2353 to
extend the federal surface transportation pro-
grams for two months, through July 31st. If
these programs had been allowed to expire,
all federal transportation funding to states and
local governments would have stopped on
May 31st, and numerous constructions jobs on
highways, bridges and transit systems could
have been cancelled. According to the Amer-
ican Association of State Highway and Trans-
portation Officials, this needless crisis brought
uncertainty to 6,000 critical construction
projects across the country, and left 660,000
good-paying construction jobs hanging in the
balance.

| voted for this bill, but | did so reluctantly
because what we really need is a multi-year
transportation bill that will bring our nation’s
transportation system into the 21st century. A
multi-year transportation bill with robust fund-
ing for highway, bridge and transit construction
will create thousands of good jobs and provide
certainty to states and local governments.

Federal investment in our nation’s transpor-
tation system is essential. The American Soci-
ety of Civil Engineers gave the public infra-
structure of the United States a grade of “D+"
in 2013 and estimated that we will need to in-
vest $3.6 trillion by 2020 in order to improve
the condition of our infrastructure.

Rebuilding our nation’s transportation infra-
structure creates jobs that are desperately
needed throughout the country. The economy
is still struggling to recover from the recession.
The unemployment rate is 5.4 percent nation-
wide and is significantly higher in some minor-
ity and disadvantaged communities. Transpor-
tation funding is clearly good for the economy.

Congressional  Republicans have had
months to prepare a multi-year transportation
bill. Unfortunately, all they did last night is punt
the deadline two months deeper into the crit-
ical summer construction season. | urge my
Republican colleagues to work with us over
the next two months so we can finally pass a
multi-year transportation bill before the July
31st deadline.

Congressional Republicans are further jeop-
ardizing our nation’s transportation system by
slashing funding for TIGER. TIGER—formally
known as Transportation Investment Gener-
ating Economic Recovery—is a nationwide
competitive grant program that creates jobs by
funding investments in transportation infra-
structure by states, local governments, and
transit agencies. TIGER funds innovative
projects that generate economic development
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and improve access to safe, reliable, and af-
fordable transportation alternatives.

Earlier this year, the President requested
$1.25 billion for TIGER in fiscal year 2016, as
part of an expanded TIGER program that
would provide $7.5 billion for TIGER over 6
years. This expanded TIGER program will cre-
ate jobs, encourage innovation, and mod-
ernize transportation infrastructure for the 21st
century.

| sent a letter to the Appropriations Com-
mittee urging full funding of the President’s
$1.25 billion request for TIGER in FY 2016,
and a total of 146 Members of Congress
signed my letter.

Nevertheless, the House Republicans’
version of the FY 2016 Transportation and
Housing Appropriations (THUD) bill provides
only $100 million for TIGER. That’s an 80 per-
cent cut from FY 2015 and a small fraction of
the President’s request. This kind of drastic
cut in TIGER will needlessly cripple highway
and transit construction plans that are already
struggling due to the uncertainty surrounding
the future of the transportation bill.

We need more federal investment in trans-
portation infrastructure, and we need it now!
That is why | am introducing the TIGER
Grants for Job Creation Act. This bill will pro-
vide an emergency supplemental appropriation
totaling $7.5 billion dollars over the next six
years for job creation through investments in
transportation infrastructure. This emergency
supplemental appropriation will fully fund the
President’s proposal for an expanded TIGER.

Passage of an emergency supplemental ap-
propriation will provide funding for TIGER free
from sequestration and without reducing fund-
ing for other important domestic priorities. It
will also allow states, local governments, and
transit agencies to begin immediately to plan
projects and prepare grant applications. Thus,
it will ensure an efficient use of funds and
timely job creation.

| urge all of my colleagues to support the
TIGER Grants for Job Creation Act and fully
fund the President’'s request for TIGER, and |
urge my colleagues to pass a multi-year trans-
portation bill to bring our highways, bridges
and public transit systems into the 21st cen-
tury.

———
HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia (during
the Special Order of Mrs. WATSON
COLEMAN). Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that when the House ad-
journs today, it adjourn to meet at 10
a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

——————

REAPPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE IN-
STITUTE OF AMERICAN INDIAN
AND ALASKA NATIVE CULTURE
AND ARTS DEVELOPMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s re-
appointment, pursuant to 20 U.S.C.
4412, and the order of the House of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, of the following Member
on the part of the House to the Board
of Trustees of the Institute of Amer-
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ican Indian and Alaska Native Culture
and Arts Development:
Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN, New Mexico

———

APPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUALS
TO COMMISSION ON CARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section 202(a)
of the Veterans Access, Choice, and Ac-
countability Act of 2014 (Public Law
113-146), and the order of the House of
January 6, 2015, of the following indi-
viduals on the part of the House to the
Commission on Care:

Mr. David P. Blom, Columbus, Ohio

Mr. Darin Selnick, Oceanside, Cali-
fornia

Dr. Toby Cosgrove, Cleveland, Ohio

——————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
MEXICO-UNITED STATES INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276h
and the order of the House of January
6, 2015, of the following Members on the
part of the House to the Mexico-United
States Interparliamentary Group:

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ, California

Mr. GENE GREEN, Texas

Mr. PoL1s, Colorado

Ms. JACKSON LEE, Texas

Mrs. TORRES, California

————

CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON)
for 30 minutes.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I appear here tonight to talk about
police and community relations
throughout our country. The purpose
of this Special Order is to talk about
how the relationship between police
and local communities can be repaired.

Over the last year, we have witnessed
tensions rise between local law en-
forcement officers and local commu-
nities. The events we have witnessed
across the country have highlighted
the need for mending the strained rela-
tionships between police and commu-
nities across the country.

This week, the Judiciary Committee
in the House held a hearing entitled,
Policing Strategies for the 2lst Cen-
tury. The purpose of this hearing was
to look at how law enforcement is
trained and how it is received in our
communities across the country.

The Senate also held a hearing this
week. Their focus was on the use of
body cameras.

I applaud my colleagues for holding
hearings on criminal justice reform
this week, but I hope that this is just
the beginning and not the end of the
hearings that need to be held on so
many different and very important and
fundamental issues on the topic of
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